Cizi valka, vlastni paméf’

A Foreigners' War, Their Own Memory

Dobrovolnici panélské obéanské véalky a jejich osudy
Volunteers in the Spanish Civil War and Their Fates

Call for papers




Spanélskd obcanskd vdlka je prédvem povazovéna za jeden z ikonickych pikladd
mezindrodni mobilizace, ideologické polarizace a transnaciondlniho aktivismu
v prvni poloviné 20. stoleti. Dobrovolnici, ktefi se pfipojili k obéma strandm konfliktu,
vstupovali do vélky s rozlicnymi motivacemi, které odrdzely jejich ideologické,
politické, socidlni a osobni postoje. Jejich Zivotni cesty predstavuiji jedineéné sondy
do kulturnich, politickych a vojenskych dé&jin 20. stoleti. Konec ob&anské vélky totiz
ani zdaleka neznamenal konec jejich osudi. Ty pokracovaly nejen béhem
nésledujictho celosvétového konfliktu, ale i v desetiletich poté. Ve slozité
mezindrodné-politické situaci po druhé svétové vdlce viak jejich pfibéhy casto
upadly do polozapomnéni, které v mnoha zemich pretrvévé dodnes.

Mezindrodni konference usiluje o znovuotevieni debat o 3panélské obéanské vdlce
jako o kli¢ovém transnaciondlnim konfliktu moderni doby. Klade si za cil propojit
dosavadni bédani o $panélské obéanské valce se Sirdimi otdzkami dobrovolnictvi,
transnaciondlnich siti, politické mobilizace a historické paméti. Zaméfi se na
motivace dobrovolnikd, na jejich vojenskou i kazdodenni zkuSenost a povdleéné
osudy. Chce také zkoumat zpusoby, jakymi byla tato zkusenost v probéhu desetileti
pfipomindna, reinterpretovdna a zapomindna. Z metodologického hlediska je
konference rovnéz oteviend vyzvdm a novym pfistupdm v bdadani, od digital
humanities po orélni historii.

Vitdme pfispévky zamérené jak na pfisluiniky Mezindrodnich brigédd &i jiné
bojovniky na strané republiky, tak i na dobrovolniky bojujici na strané frankistd.
Chceme vytvorit interdisciplindrni férum, kde zazni prispévky nejen z oblasti historie,
ale i antropologie, kulturnich studii, gender studies, d&jin uméni, politologie
i muzejnictvi.
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The Spanish Civil War was a crucial moment of international mobilization,
ideological polarization, and transnational activism in the first half of the twentieth
century. Volunteers who joined both sides of the conflict entered the war with diverse
motivations shaped by ideological, political, social, and personal factors. Their
experiences represent unique insights into the cultural, political, and military history of
the twentieth century. Yet the end of the civil war did not mark the end of their stories.
Their fates continued not only into the following global conflict, but also into the
decades that came after. Many of their life stories ultimately faded into partial
obscurity—an obscurity that, in many countries, persists to this day.

The conference seeks to connect existing scholarship on the Spanish Civil War with
broader questions of volunteerism, transnational networks, political mobilization, and
historical memory. It will focus on volunteers’ motivations, their military- and everyday
experiences, and their postwar trajectories. In addition, the conference will explore
the ways in which these experiences have been commemorated, reinterpreted, and
forgotten over the decades. Methodologically, it is open to the challenges of
contemporary research, from digital humanities to oral history.

The conference aims to reopen debates on the Spanish Civil War as a key
transnational conflict of the modern era. We welcome contributions focusing on
interbrigadists and other Republican volunteers, as well as those who fought on the
Francoist side.

The organizers intend to create an interdisciplinary forum and therefore welcome
papers not only from historians but also from scholars in anthropology, cultural
studies, gender studies, art history, political science, and museum studies.



Pfedbézné tematické okruhy

Dobrovolnici na obou stranach $panélské
obé&anské vélky

* Ndbor, motivace a ideologicky ramec

* Bojové akce a kazdodennost

* Zeny dobrovolnice, otdzky maskulinity
a dal3i genderové aspekty

Povéleéné osudy dobrovolnikd
* Internace a dal3i perzekuce
* Druhd svétové vdlka jako pokracovéni
* Zastoupeni byvalych dobrovolnikd
v politickych a statnich strukturach
Spanélské ob&anské vélka a jeji ozvény
* Globdlni kontext a transnaciondlni
rozmér konfliktu
* Evropa a Spanélsko ve 30. letech
* Fadismus a antifadismus

Paméft, myty a reprezentace
* Politika paméti, vzpominani
a zapomindni
* Reflexe v kultufe a reenactmentu
* Pamatniky, muzea a dalsi mista paméti

Archivni a metodologické pfistupy

* Nové prameny a vyzkumné strategie

* Digital humanities a mapovani
dobrovolnikd

* OrdlIné historicky vyzkum a préce

s pamétniky

Preliminary Areas

Volunteers on both sides of the Spanish
Civil War
e Recruitment, motivations, and
ideological frameworks
e Combat operations and everyday life
e  Women volunteers, questions of
masculinity, and other gender aspects

Postwar trajectories of volunteers

e [nternment and other forms of
persecution

e Second World War as a continuation

 Former volunteers within political and
state structures

The Spanish Civil War and its international
echoes

¢ Global context and the transnational
dimension of the conflict

* Europe and Spain in the 1930s

e Fascism and anti-fascism

Memory, myths, and representations
* Politics of memory, remembrance, and
forgetting
e Cultural reflections and reenactment
e  Memorials, museums, and other sites of
memory

Archival and methodological approaches
e New sources and research strategies
* Digital humanities and volunteer
mapping
* Oral history research and working with
eyewitnesses




Datum poddni pFispévku:
30. ervna 2026

Jazyk konference:
angliéting, ¢estina a slovenitina™

Datum kondéni konference:

25.-26. listopadu 2026

Misto:
Vojensky historicky Gstav
{U Pamatniku 2, Praha).

Submission deadline:

June 30, 2026

Conference languages:

*Mezi obdma bude na misté
zgjidténo simulténnf tlumoZent.

*Simulfaneous interpretation
between both languages will
be provided on-site.

English, Czech and Slovak ™

Conference date:

November 25-26, 2026

Venue:

Military History Institute
(U Pamétniku 2, Prague)

Névrhy na pfispévky v podobé anotace
maximdélné o 200 slovech a krétky medilonek
zasilejte na ondrej.crhak@nm.cz

Konferenéni rada/ Conference Committee:

Please send paper proposals, including an
abstract of max. 200 words and short bio to
ondrej.crhak@nm.cz

Vojensky historicky ustav
Military History Instfifute Prague

Mgr. Michal Cép
Historicko-dokumentaéni odbor
Historical Research and Documentation
Department

PhDr. Jifi Rajlich, Ph.D
Historicko-dokumentaéni odbor
Historical Research and Documentation
Department

PhDr. Prokop Tomek, Ph.D.
Historicko-dokumentaéni odbor
Historical Research and Documentation
Department

Ndrodni muzeum
National Museum of the Czech
Republic

Mgr. Ondfrej Crhék, Ph.D.
Archiv Néprstkova muzea
Archive of the Ndprstek museum

PhDr. David Maijtenyi

Archiv Muzea dé&lnického hnuti
Archive of the Museum of the Workers’
Movement

Mgr. Jolana Tothové

Sbirka Muzea délnického hnuti
Collection of the Museum of the
Workers’ Movement

Ustav pro soudobé d&jiny
AV CR

Institute of Contemporary History,
Czech Academy of Sciences

Mgr. Hana Bortlova
Vondrékov4, Ph.D.

Oddaleni II. Clovék, identita, prostor
Research unit Il. Humans, Identities,
Environments

Mgr. Zdenko Mar3dlek, Ph.D.
Oddalent 1. Clovék, identita, prostor
Research unit . Humans, Identities,
Environments

Filozofickd fakulta UK
Faculty of Arts, Charles University

PhDr. Radek Buben, Ph.D.
Stredisko ibero-americkych studif
Centre for Ibero-American Studies

Mgr. Martin Jelinek
Ustav historie
Institute of History

Fakulta socidlnich véd UK

Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles
University

PhDr. Barbora Menclovd, Ph.D.
Institut mezindrodnich studif
Institute of International Studies

Filozofickd fakulta UPOL

Faculty of Arts, Palacky University
Olomouc

doc. Lukés Perutka, Ph.D.
Katedra historie
Department of History
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