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Attack Against USAFE Ramstein

ATTACK THE CENTERS, THE BASES, AND THE STRATEGISTS 
OF THE AMERICAN MILITARY MACHINE 

Today, with the “Sigurd Debus Commando,” we attacked the Ramstein 
Headquarters of the U.S. Air Force in Europe. The U.S. imperialists 
will not be permitted to prepare and carry out their plans for world 
domination in peace and quiet. 

They want war. They want to roll back history to the point before the 
liberation movements’ offensive undermined their political and military 
power around the world. To do this, it is essential that they disrupt 
the military balance between the socialist and imperialist states. Their 
stated goal is to reverse the historic changes and to become, once again, 
the most powerful ruling class in the world. That means they must be 
prepared to wage war on all fronts, both in Europe and in the Third 
World. All of the steps they have taken in the past ten years—the tech-
nological modification and the restructuring of the war machine since 
the peak of the Vietnam War, the achievement of NATO’s long-term 
objective of perfecting the neutron bomb, the “struggle against inter-
national terrorism” which included united action against uprisings in 
Western Europe, the supervision of mass murder in El Salvador, and the 
NATO putsch in Turkey.

The imperialist war of annihilation is now returning from the Third 
World to Europe, its point of origin. The people of Europe, and of the 
FRG, understand that unless it can be stopped, this will mean their 
extermination. They are now getting a clear and direct idea of what 
reality has been like for people in Africa, Asia, and Latin America for 
hundreds of years, of the impact of imperialism when you yourself are 
its target. Imperialism, in its essence and as a system, means extermina-
tion—so far and so long as the resistance is not strong enough to stop 
this class from acting.

In the face of all of the defeatist, escapist fantasies about an atomic 
inferno and all of the helpless pacifist hopes that accompany these fan-
tasies, we assert that this monster can be defeated if resistance develops 
in the centers that addresses the gravity of the actual situation, and if an 
offensive strategy for speeding up the collapse of imperialism’s political 
base in the center is developed quickly enough to prevent the imperial-
ists from proceeding with their plan.

Ramstein, the European Headquarters of both the U.S. Air Force 
and of the NATO Air Force, is the largest American airport outside of 
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the United States and is key for any nuclear war in Europe. Ramstein is 
where the headquarters for nuclear warfare are located. It is the launch 
pad for both the Cruise and Pershing II missiles. It is where jet fighters 
equipped with atomic missiles and AWAC reconnaissance planes leave 
from. It is the relay point for the U.S.A.’s strategic bombers and the 
gateway for its troops, and serves as the launch pad for war in the Third 
World. If the imperialists feel they are losing their hold on the Middle 
East or the Gulf region, their oppressive machinery will be launched 
from Ramstein.

U.S. military strategy is the most extreme option available to the im-
perialist chain of states. All of the other political, economic, and social 
methods are based on this strategy, which determines the social devel-
opments within the NATO countries. This strategy serves as a focal 
point, reducing this system—imperialist politics overall—to its purest 
form: the slow death of the twenty-four-hour day in the metropole, the 
destruction wrought by the struggle for survival, the lack of perspec-
tive, the alienation, the dehumanizing labor, the widespread replace-
ment of humans by machines in the production process, the destruction 
of people’s living conditions by the nuclear power industry, chemicals, 
and concrete, the prisons, and the regimentation of any expression of 
life, as well as the repression of anyone unwilling to adjust themselves 
to the system.

BUILD THE RESISTANCE AGAINST THIS DESTRUCTION INTO 
THE FRONT FOR REVOLUTION IN EUROPE 

CARRY OUT THE STRUGGLE IN THE METROPOLE ALONG-
SIDE THE STRUGGLE OF REVOLUTIONARIES IN THE THIRD 
WORLD

Red Army Faction 
August 31, 1981


