
THE IMPERIALIST CHAIN OF STATES WILL NOT SUCCEED IN ITS ATTEMPT TO BLOCK THE 
REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS. IT WILL FAIL IN ITS ATTEMPT TO VIOLENTLY RESTORE ITS 
HEGEMONY ON A NEW LEVEL. 
 
today, with the INGRID SCHUBERT COMMANDO, we shot secret diplomat braunmuehl, political director in 
the foreign ministry and a central figure in the structuring of west european politics within the imperialist 
total system. 
 
our attack was aimed at the aggressive frg state apparatus in its function as a core state for the political 
structuring of west europe within the imperialist war strategy. braunmuehl participated in an ongoing review 
of the situation and coordinated the (now institutionalized) german-french cooperation. he also met with the 
political directors of the american, british and french foreign ministries for regular “confidential four-way 
consultations,” with the goal of unifying and coordinating the politics of the strongest powers of the 
imperialist chain under the leadership of the usa, to facilitate action of the total system against the 
resistance that threatens their common interests and the rule of the system on all levels. he sat as a 
representative of the frg on the political committee for “european political cooperation” (epc), which has 
become the most important instrument for the political shaping and control of the state structures in west 
europe. within the “west european union” (weu), he worked with government representatives from france, 
italy, great britain, holland, belgium and luxembourg to strengthen the lines of political security for the 
european pillars of nato and the politico-military power of west europe and, as such, of nato itself. 
 
through west european political, economic and military initiatives, in coordination with the usa, the 
bourgeoisie hopes to prevent social explosions and any further escalation of the struggles on all the 
continents. it hopes to act as a total system in order to ward off the political developments, the very threat of 
which are increasingly breaking down us hegemony. the west european political line in favour of the total 
system, which has been pushed to the fore, and the use of the economic means available to the west 
european states and multinationals, are meant to block the revolutionary process and prevent further 
inroads against imperialist power, until they have the ability to take the global military offensive. 
the pentagon and nato broke the atomic pact concerning the stationing of medium-range missiles and 
simultaneously took the offensive against the liberation movements, against the new national states and 
against the international resistance to their war plans… but this offensive has not succeeded. 
 
international capital, under the leadership of the usa, could not bring about the conditions necessary for its 
global reconstruction against increasing resistance and revolutionary struggle. all plans and projects for the 
political-economic stabilization of individual regions and countries have broken down. the result of this can 
be seen in the demonstrations and revolts in latin america, south korea, the philippines, the middle east, 
south africa...; revolts against the aggressive economic and military politics of the usa; revolts against the 
imf and the us puppet regimes, which are responsible for massive misery and terror and for the destruction 
of the social structures and cultures of entire peoples. the contra wars, like those in nicaragua and angola, 
and the military aggression in lebanon could not extinguish revolutionary struggle; on the contrary, they 
have led to the deepening and broadening of the contradictions and struggles throughout these regions, 
hastening the collapse of us hegemony. 
 
the changes in personnel among the us’s guard dogs and the maneuvers to bring economic relief are 
meant to stabilize the political situation against the pressure of the mass movements and the guerrilla - 
such is the case in haiti and the philippines and with the “new democracies” in latin america. yet this cannot 
fundamentally change the deep political and economic crises of the system, its lack of perspective and the 
collapse of us hegemony. at this point, they can only attempt to prevent the breakdown from occurring. 
 
all attempts to achieve political stability in the metropoles through state control and the structuring of all 
social areas, integration programmes, sharpening of repression... all of these attempts have been 
destroyed. they cannot extinguish the resistance and the revolutionary struggles. 
 
imperialism has no solution. it now focuses on smashing the international revolutionary struggle. this is a 
development in all of the confrontations, it is a consequence of the role of the liberation struggles 
throughout the entire phase of imperialist reconstruction following vietnam. today, there is an entirely new 
political quality, as the system’s substantial crises and contradictions, which have reached a critical level, 
have made it possible to put the system in check. 
 
the imperialist bourgeoisie can no longer remove the causes of the intensifying social and political 
contradictions, and the misery of the masses on all continents has become so intense that the choice 
between living as human beings or accepting the endless continuation of imperialist barbarism has today 



become a source of antagonism in all confrontations, a source of direct political resistance against the 
imperialist system. 
 
the depth of the contradiction and the process of politicization are similar in all of the struggles that are tied 
to the experiences and strategy of the revolutionary guerrilla, which has become a politico-military force 
against imperialism internationally. 
 
it is on the basis of this development - the crisis of us hegemony, the destabilization of imperialist power on 
all continents, the deep economic crisis and the destruction wrought through the concept of war on many 
fronts - that western europe’s increasing importance in the global counter-revolutionary project is to be 
understood. it is the initial expression of the politico-military power of west europe within the context of total 
imperialist domination in light of the crisis facing the system. it is the beginning of the combining of its power 
for purposes of aggression. 
 
this is the political heart of the violence with which the state here creates the political, economic and military 
conditions necessary for the bourgeoisie’s international attack. this process hinges decisively on the 
revolutionary struggle in west europe, which will determine whether the bourgeoisie can maintain the 
current relationship of power and, thereby, their international rule. a rule which means genocide through 
bombs, dollars, starvation and the destruction of the human essence, eliminating the need for a “great war,” 
or whether a breakthrough in the center in the development of the revolutionary front and the unification of 
the international revolutionary struggles will develop into a politico-mii.itary strategy for proletarian 
liberation. 
 
as we have said, because the strategic crisis of imperialism, the crisis of the capitalist initiative, should not 
and must not economically and politically prepare the way for a breakdown whose catastrophic dimension 
is unfathomable, it must become a moment of intense subjective effort for the organization to articulate, 
through its attacks, the fact that the proletar ian alternative and the possibility of proletarian oppositional 
power here have a strategic and international significance. 
 
within the total system the west european states aim at the political encirclement and surgical elimination of 
revolutionaries on all continents. they hope to unite the social democratic and bourgeois-reactionary forces 
in the context of their fascist pacification project. this is to be done politically by establishing a unified line 
within the terrorist american strategy against the struggles for self-determination and liberation. this is to be 
done operationally by establishing an effective secret service and politico-military cooperation, and through 
warfare. this is to be carried out economically as a maneuver to prop up bankrupt regimes, so as to keep a 
lid on the social crises that threaten the stability of all the countries in the third world. 
 
the overall contradictory quality of this development was clear in the american military attack against libya, 
with its propagandistic preparation and execution, conducted with the logistical support of nato and with the 
european community politically covering the usa’s back. 
 
the american military attack is an instrument in the strategy of the total system against the international anti-
imperialist struggle, just as is the case with the maneuvering of the west european states for a “new peace 
process” with the east. they have the common goal of the political isolation and elimination of the 
revolutionary struggles, in cooperation with the reactionary arab regimes/factions. 
 
the difference between rue, genscher, wischnewski  and the us government is the difference between the f-
111 bombers which attacked against the libyan people and the gsg-9 which works with arab states to 
liquidate revolutionary groups, i.e., it is the difference between tripoli/benghazi and mogadishu in 1977. 
 
the differences lie in the fact that the us government never ceases to demonstrate its military might and to 
pressure the european governments in ways that are partially against their own interests, while 
simultaneously, as never before, being dependent on their political support and cooperation. it also lies in 
the fact that the west european governments are fully aware that the openly military course only exposes 
the political weakness of the chain of states; they can destroy things, but they cannot bring about change. 
so the political structure is, for them, a lonely tightrope walk between their inability to restore stability to the 
world system, to master competitive war and the deep economic crisis, and, on the other hand, the political 
fact that the military option only feeds the anti-imperialist resistance and can only lead to an incalculable 
escalation of hostilities. 
 
the goal of the attack on libya was to break through a political limitation and to bring the confrontation with 
the international liberation struggle to an openly military level from this point on. 



 
it also cleared the way for all of the west european states (including great britain), driven forward in the ec 
by genscher and braunmöhl, to embrace the initiative politically and militarily, while still “remaining clean,” in 
order to push forward the imperialist strategy of elimination at a political level. 
 
that is the substance of the “european-arab dialogue,” which is not a political alternative to the usa, but is 
directed at planning and preparing the liquidation of the anti-imperialist struggle and is an attempt to 
prevent a social and political explosion in the middle east, within the framework of the bourgeoisie’s global 
military strategy; military action and european-arab dialogue are instruments, functions of a single strategy, 
political expressions of the total system, that, while contradictory, are in essence unified. it is the war of the 
metropole against the international revolutionary struggle. 
 
the “working group on the middle east” in the epz, which was created at the instigation of the frg, is 
supposed to ensure continued action on the part of the ec against the arab revolutionary movements. that 
is the purpose of trips by genscher and his secret diplomats to morocco, tunisia, egypt, the gulf states... his 
grand appearance as the “european partner” and the “civilian alternative”... by which (among other things) 
they hope to use economic pressure to achieve a political front against the palestinian revolutionaries and 
the states that support them. it is zimmerman, who works side by side with the bka, the gsg-9 and secret 
agents, who reorganized the police and military forces in the region along the same lines as the frg, and 
who demands their cooperation. it’s warnke and bangemann, who with the means and the “know-how” of 
the frg multinationals and the money of the large german banks, are working to achieve politico-economic 
stabilization.  
 
the other side of this development is that the bourgeoisie in west europe, with their amalgamated political 
command structure and their unified power structure, position themselves against the resistance here as a 
unified power that will implement its overall imperialist interests without there being any consensus in the 
individual countries. 
 
the epz is the political lever by which the strategic political, economic and military plans and projects of the 
imperialist bourgeoisie are to be implemented in west europe. the political objectives and conditions for 
capital’s restructuring offensive in west europe have been implemented there, and not in the national 
parliaments, taking form in projects like esprit, eureka and the creation of a european market, driving 
forward industrial/technological concentration and the centralization of capital, securing the conditions 
necessary for its use and strengthening its position on the world market. the epz is the political body 
creating the european pillars of nato. it is there that in recent years the plans were drawn up for the political 
and material build-up of military power in west europe. it is there that western europe’s security policy was 
formulated, creating the potential for aggression on the part of the european state and integrating it into the 
global war strategy of the imperialist bourgeoisie. currently, the epz is becoming a political-operative center 
for the coordination of the total imperialist strategy in west europe against the international revolutionary 
struggle, for its criminalization and elimination in the third world and in the metropoles. 
 
in this contradictory process, the bourgeoisie is failing to impose its structure quickly enough to address the 
national and/or economic contradictions of the individual states. the unification of the frg, france, great 
britain and italy into the hardcore of the total system in west europe, in tight coordination and cooperation 
with the usa, is becoming more and more obvious. 
 
under the leadership of the frg and france the total system is taking form, with the epz determining the 
tempo and level of militarization and restructuring throughout west europe. 
 
because of their military and economic power, they are the ones who compel all weaker states to fall in line 
or be denied any part in the decision-making process, as well as access to techno-economic 
developments… which no state can afford to be without. this is the price that every government in west 
europe is prepared to pay to remain in power. 
 
the ec is the political shell that gives weight to the politics of the west european core states internationally, 
all the while disguising their aggression. it is the instrument for controlling state structures and for unifying 
the politics of west europe within the total system, in the framework of the imperialist offensive against the 
international proletariat. 
 
the revolutionary movement in west europe must attack the strategic plans of’ the imperialist bourgeoisie… 
plans with which they hope to achieve world domination… plans based materially and politically on the 
metropoles… plans that are expressed through their concrete and current projects. this means we must 



politically obstruct and destroy these initiatives here before they can be put into action, through attacks 
against the central axis and driving force of imperialist power. 
 
to organize the revolutionary front in west europe means to lead the fight in the metropole on a politico-
military level with a strategic orientation that puts the entire imperialist system completely in question and 
initiates the process of the reconstruction of the (working) class in west europe as an internationalist force. 
today we must build the unity of the communist guerrilla and the revolutionary movement through an 
offensive that is collectively determined and organized, with the goal of thwarting the imperialist strategy 
here, of determining the political lines and elements of the revolutionary strategy and of developing these 
practically. organizing the revolutionary front means organizing the attack. this is not an ideological 
category or a “model for revolution”. we are talking about the material evidence of revolutionary politics, 
meaning its effect on imperialist power and the political and practical strength that it achieves here, in order 
to deepen the break in the metropole and make the qualitative leap forward in the proletarian struggle. 
 
ORGANIZE THE REVOLUTIONARY FRONT IN WEST EUROPE AS PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
LIBERATION WAR! 
 
SEIZE THE OFFENSIVE AND DEVELOP IT FURTHER! 
 
ingrid schubert commando 
red army faction 
october 10, 1986 
 


